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While the main parties are firmly secularist, the Jamaat is using its swing
position effectively to acquire more influence in government than its
numbers suggest. The Jamaat has not pressed an Islamic agenda too
overtly, but its ministers have acquired a reputation for being competent
and uncorrupt, which could serve it well if dilusion with the major par-
ties spreads. It is all too easy, however, to over emphasize the dangers of
radical Islam here.
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I SINH SERAte G IR Sraey B a4 s feg ot
oye ¥k :

Dearest Sulaiman Bin Nabeel,

Hearty wellcome to you happy arrival. To-day is your 7th day with us
and we are enjoying Aqiga party for you, organized by your grandpa in
Jeddah.

You birth is a matter of most pleasant joy for all members of our dynasty
of 176 members of whom you are the youngest.

Your happen to be leader of the 5th generation of Mowlana Abdus
Subhan dynasty, your father being the leader of the 4rth generation, your
grandpa 3rd, your great grandpa 2nd and your great grandpa lst genera-
tion.

Your happy arrival has caused the promotion of all member of the vast
family. Myself have been promoted to great grand father, our sons to
grand father, our daughter-in-law to great mothers, our grandsons to
uncles and ground daughter to aunties. It is virtually a grant revolution in
our dynasty.

You are placed in a coveted position of deep affection from the whole
dynasty. We pray for your speedy growth and long pious life with excep-
tional qualities of head and heart.
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While the main parties are firmly secularist the Jamaat is using its swing
position effectively to acquire more influence in government than its
numbers suggest. The Jamaat has not pressed an Islamic agenda too
overtly, but its ministers have acquired a reputation for being competent
and uncorrupt, which could serve it well if disillusion with the major par-
ties spreads. It is all too easy however, to overemphasize the dangers of
radical Islam here.
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Bangladesh has been a secular Muslim state since its independence from
Pakistan and founding by Shaikh Mujibur Rahman in 1971. While its
short history has been full of military coup d'etats, it has always returned
to its roots as a secular democratic state. There are however, new signs
of a shift towards a growing Islamism that could jeopardize the sanctity
of secularism in the country. While the governing construct's legitimacy
is suffering politically from the past two years of emergency military
rule, Islamism may be the biggest threat to the country’s constitution and
secular underpinnings. As elections are scheduled for December 18th
and the two major political parties jostle over the country's future, each
party's vision for the proper mix of Islam and government will be at fore-
front. Rahman's Awami League has long been the standard bearer of sec-
ularism and if elected it could roll back the growing tide of Islamism in
Bangladesh. The Awami League must, however, implement certain
changes to Pro-actively check this Islamism if it hopes to secure long-
lasting secularism and democracy. If successful, an Awami League-led
Bangladesh could be the global example of secular governance in a
Muslim country.
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